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Mass Media Propaganda 

The WantToKnow.info Team

Key Articles Reveal Media Propaganda Role in Keeping Secrets 

Below are highly revealing one-paragraph excerpts of key media articles on the role of mass media propaganda in suppressing news of important 
cover-ups affecting our world. These powerful articles expose media collusion in disseminating government propaganda and keeping government and
corporate corruption secret. Links are provided to the full articles on major media websites. If any link should fail to function, click here. By choosing 
to educate ourselves on these important issues and to spread the word, we can and will build a brighter future. 

With best wishes, 
Tod Fletcher and Fred Burks for PEERS and the WantToKnow.info Team 

Whistle-blower Had to Fight NSA, LA Times to Tell Story 
2007-03-06, ABC News

Whistle-blower AT&T technician Mark Klein says his effort to reveal alleged government surveillance of domestic Internet traffic was blocked not only 
by U.S. intelligence officials but also by the top editors of the Los Angeles Times. Klein describes how he stumbled across "secret NSA rooms" being 
installed at an AT&T switching center in San Francisco and later heard of similar rooms in at least six other cities. Eventually, Klein says he decided 
to take his documents to the Los Angeles Times, to blow the whistle on what he calls "an illegal and Orwellian project." But after working for two 
months with LA Times reporter Joe Menn, Klein says he was told the story had been killed at the request of then-Director of National Intelligence 
John Negroponte and then-director of the NSA Gen. Michael Hayden. Klein says he then took his AT&T documents to The New York Times, which 
published its exclusive account last April. In the court case against AT&T, Negroponte formally invoked the "state secrets privilege," claiming the 
lawsuit and the information from Klein and others could "cause exceptionally grave damage to the national security of the United States." The Los 
Angeles Times' decision was made by the paper's editor at the time, Dean Baquet, now the Washington bureau chief of The New York Times. As the 
new Washington bureau chief of The New York Times, Baquet now oversees the reporters who have broken most of the major stories involving the 
government surveillance program, often over objections from the government. 

Note: So after the NY Times has the guts to report this important story, the man who was responsible for the censorship at the LA Times is 
transferred to the very position in the NY Times where he can now block future stories there. For why this case of blatant media censorship isn't 
making headlines, [title]click here. 

Buying the War 
2007-04-25, PBS

Four years ago on May 1, President Bush landed on the aircraft carrier USS Lincoln wearing a flight suit ... in front of a giant "Mission Accomplished" 
banner. He was hailed by media stars as a "breathtaking" example of presidential leadership in toppling Saddam Hussein. Despite profound 
questions over the failure to locate weapons of mass destruction and the increasing violence in Baghdad, many in the press confirmed the White 
House's claim that the war was won. How did the mainstream press get it so wrong? How did the evidence disputing the existence of weapons of 
mass destruction and the link between Saddam Hussein to 9-11 continue to go largely unreported? In the run-up to war, skepticism was a rarity 
among journalists inside the Beltway. The [PBS "Buying the War"] program analyzes the stream of unchecked information from administration 
sources and Iraqi defectors to the mainstream print and broadcast press. While almost all the claims would eventually prove to be false, the 
drumbeat of misinformation about WMDs went virtually unchallenged by the media. "Buying the War" examines the press coverage in the lead-up to 
the war as evidence of a paradigm shift in the role of journalists in democracy and asks, four years after the invasion, what's changed? "More and 
more the media become ... common carriers of administration statements," says the Washington Post's Walter Pincus. "We've sort of given up being 
independent on our own." Note: You can view the highly revealing documentary "Buying the War" or read the transcript at the link above. 

Behind the Eavesdropping Story, a Loud Silence 
2006-01-01, New York Times

The New York Times's explanation of its decision to report, after what it said was a one-year delay, that the National Security Agency is 
eavesdropping domestically without court-approved warrants was woefully inadequate. And I have had unusual difficulty getting a better explanation 
for readers, despite the paper's repeated pledges of greater transparency. For the first time since I became public editor, the executive editor and the 
publisher have declined to respond to my requests for information about news-related decision-making. My queries concerned the timing of the 
exclusive Dec. 16 article about President Bush's secret decision in the months after 9/11 to authorize the warrantless eavesdropping on Americans in
the United States. I e-mailed a list of 28 questions to Bill Keller, the executive editor [of the New York Times], on Dec. 19, three days after the article 
appeared. He promptly declined to respond to them. I then sent the same questions to Arthur Sulzberger Jr., the publisher, who also declined to 
respond. They held out no hope for a fuller explanation in the future. The top Times people involved in the final decisions [are] refusing to talk and 
urging everyone else to remain silent. 

Bribes offered to scientists 
2007-02-03, Sydney Morning Herald (Australia's leading newspaper)

Scientists and economists have been offered $10,000 each by a lobby group funded by one of the world's largest oil companies to undermine the UN 
climate change report. Letters sent by the American Enterprise Institute, an ExxonMobil-funded think tank with close links to the Bush Administration, 
offered the payments for articles that emphasise the shortcomings of the report. Travel expenses and additional payments were also offered. The 
institute has received more than $1.6 million from ExxonMobil - which yesterday announced a $50 billion annual profit, the biggest ever by a US 
company - and more than 20 of its staff have worked as consultants to the Bush Administration. A former head of ExxonMobil, Lee Raymond, is the 
vice-chairman of the institute's board of trustees. Note: Why wasn't this important story covered by any major media in the U.S.? For an answer, click 
here. 

U.S. media have lost the will to dig deep 
2007-04-27, Los Angeles Times

In an e-mail uncovered and released by the House Judiciary Committee last month, Tim Griffin, once Karl Rove's right-hand man, gloated that "no 
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[U.S.] national press picked up" a BBC Television story reporting that the Rove team had developed an elaborate scheme to challenge the votes of 
thousands of African Americans in the 2004 election. Griffin wasn't exactly right. The Los Angeles Times did run a follow-up article. But ... most of the
major U.S. newspapers and the vast majority of television news programs ignored the story even though it came at a critical moment just weeks 
before the election. In fact, not one U.S. newsperson even bothered to ask me or the BBC for the data and research we had painstakingly done. The 
truth is, I knew that a story like this one would never be reported in my own country [the U.S.], because investigative reporting ... is dying. Again and 
again, I see this pattern repeated. Back in December 2000, I received two computer disks from the office of Florida Secretary of State Katherine 
Harris. Analysis of the data ... indicated that Harris' office had purged thousands of African Americans from Florida's voter rolls as "felons." Florida 
now admits that many of these voters were not in fact felons. Nevertheless, the blacklisting helped cost Al Gore the White House. I reported on the 
phony felon purge in Britain's Guardian and Observer and on the BBC while Gore was still in the race, while the count was still on. Yet the story of the
Florida purge never appeared in the U.S. daily papers or on television ... until months later, that is, after the Supreme Court had decided the election. 

Note: If the link above does not work, click here. The American-born author of this article, BBC reporter Greg Palast, has repeatedly exposed major 
corruption in the British media, yet the U.S. press often ignores his well-researched stories. For possibly the most amazing story he wrote which got 
virtually no U.S. media coverage, click here. 

Experts Urging Broader Inquiry In Towers' Fall 
2001-12-25, New York Times

Saying that the current investigation into how and why the twin towers fell on Sept. 11 is inadequate, some of the nation's leading structural engineers
and fire-safety experts are calling for a new, independent and better-financed inquiry that could produce the kinds of conclusions vital for skyscrapers 
and future buildings nationwide. Experts critical of the current effort...point out that the current team of 20 or so investigators has no subpoena power 
and little staff support and has even been unable to obtain basic information like detailed blueprints of the buildings that collapsed. Some structural 
engineers have said that one serious mistake has already been made...the decision to rapidly recycle the steel columns, beams and trusses that held
up the buildings. Interviews with a handful of members of the team, which includes some of the nation's most respected engineers, also uncovered 
complaints that they had at various times been shackled with bureaucratic restrictions that prevented them from interviewing witnesses, examining 
the disaster site and requesting crucial information like recorded distress calls to the police and fire departments. Members have been threatened 
with dismissal for speaking to the press. 

Note: Our website has over 30 full articles posted from the New York Times. This is the only article for which the Times threatened to sue us if we 
didn't remove it. We were allowed to replace it with this short summary. For more on this, click here. For more reliable news articles suggesting a 
major cover-up of 9/11, click here. 

New UFO Sighting Reported In Stephenville Texas 
2008-02-12, washingtonpost.com

The truth may be out there, but, when it comes to UFO stories, it is sure hard to find. Conjecture breeds conspiracy theories. Any official denial can 
be labeled a cover-up. In the end, it often boils down to a he-said-she-said scenario. Such is the case in Stephenville, Texas, a small, rural 
community thrust into the spotlight after several unexplained disturbances in January. Though that spotlight has now faded, the town remains altered.
Some members of the community want to move on; others cannot let go. And some, if you believe them, say that UFOs are still there. According to 
Angelia Joiner, the reporter who wrote the original UFO stories, there was another UFO sighting on Saturday. "If the military is testing a secret military 
device, why do they keep doing it here?" she asked me. "If it's not a secret why do they keep scaring the bejesus out of people?" Adding a further 
wrinkle to this story, Joiner was fired from The Empire-Tribune a week ago. She claims she had been told to back off the story and thinks the town's 
"upper crust" was "embarrassed" by all the attention. The Empire-Tribune has avoided comment, which of course only fans the flames of the 
conspiracy theories. For its part, the military has done itself no favors, first denying that it had any aircraft in the area, then flip-flopping a few days 
later -- after more witnesses came forward. A spokesperson blamed internal miscommunication for the mix-up. Others, including CNN's Larry King, 
have asked whether it wasn't a cover-up. But who can we believe? The truth remains unidentified. 

Note: As revealed in this commentary, the courageous reporter, Angelia Joiner, who gave the Stephenville UFO story legs and led to more sales of 
her newspaper than ever before, has now been fired. To read highly revealing information about this bizarre twist, click here. 

Letter to Thomas Kean from Sibel Edmonds 
2004-08-05, AsiaTimes ('Asia's most trusted news source')

Your commission ... has now issued its "9/11 Commission Report". After [9/11] we, the translators at the FBI's largest and most important translation 
unit, were told to slow down, even stop, translation of critical information related to terrorist activities. This issue has been confirmed by the Senate 
Judiciary Committe. Melek Can Dickerson, with the assistance of her direct supervisor, forged signatures on top-secret documents related to certain 
9/11 detainees. Not only does the supervisor facilitating these criminal conducts remain in a supervisory position, he has been promoted. In April 
2001, a long-term FBI informant/asset ... received information that: 1) Osama Bin Laden was planning a major terrorist attack in the United States 
targeting 4-5 major cities, 2) the attack was going to involve airplanes [and] the attack was going to be carried out soon. No action was taken. After 
9/11, the agents and the translators were told to 'keep quiet' regarding this issue. The translator who was present ... reported this incident to Director 
Mueller in writing. Why did your report choose to exclude the information ... despite the public confirmation by the FBI, witnesses provided to your 
investigators, and briefings you received directly? As you are fully aware, these issues and incidents were found confirmed by a Senior Republican 
Senator, Charles Grassley, and a Senior Democrat Senator, Patrick Leahy. Even FBI officials 'confirmed all my allegations and denied none' during 
their unclassified meetings with the Senate Judiciary staff. However, neither your commission's hearings, nor your commission's five hundred sixty 
seven-page report ... include these serious issues, major incidents, and systemic problems. Note: If the above link fails, click here. Sibel Edmonds is 
one of the great heroes of our day. She has been gagged directly by the U.S. Attorney General from telling what she knows. The above letter was not
published in any major U.S. media, though widely reported in alternative new sources. To understand how such vital information is hidden from the 
public, click here. For lots more on Ms. Edmonds, click here. 

How the spooks took over the news 
2008-02-11, The Independent (One of the U.K.'s leading newspapers)

On the morning of 9 February 2004, The New York Times carried an exclusive and alarming story. The paper's Baghdad correspondent, Dexter
Filkins, reported that US officials had obtained a 17-page letter, believed to have been written by the notorious terrorist Abu Musab al Zarqawi to the
"inner circle" of al-Qa'ida's leadership, urging them to accept that the best way to beat US forces in Iraq was effectively to start a civil war. The story
went on to news agency wires and, within 24 hours, it was running around the world. There is very good reason to believe that that letter was a fake –
and a significant one because there is equally good reason to believe that it was one product among many from a new machinery of propaganda
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which has been created by the United States and its allies since the terrorist attacks of September 2001. For the first time in human history, there is a
concerted strategy to manipulate global perception. And the mass media are operating as its compliant assistants, failing both to resist it and to
expose it. The sheer ease with which this machinery has been able to do its work reflects a creeping structural weakness which now afflicts the
production of our news. The "Zarqawi letter" which made it on to the front page of The New York Times in February 2004 was one of a sequence of
highly suspect documents which were said to have been written either by or to Zarqawi and which were fed into news media. This material is being
generated, in part, by intelligence agencies who continue to work without effective oversight; and also by a new ... structure of "strategic
communications" which was originally designed ... in the Pentagon and Nato. 

Note: This article is an edited excerpt from investigative journalist Nick Davies' new book, Flat Earth News: an award-winning reporter exposes 
falsehood, distortion and propaganda in the global media. To read about or purchase it, click here. For a highly revealing two-page summary of 20 
award-winning journalists describing how huge stories they tried to report were shut down by corporate media ownership, click here. 

The ricin ring that never was 
2005-04-14, The Guardian (One of the U.K.'s leading newspapers)

Colin Powell does not need more humiliation. But yesterday a London jury brought down another section of the case he made for war - that Iraq and 
Osama bin Laden were supporting and directing terrorist poison cells throughout Europe, including a London ricin ring. Yesterday's verdicts on five 
defendants ... make clear there was no ricin ring. Nor did the "ricin ring" make or have ricin. Not that the government shared that news with us. The 
public record for the past three fear-inducing years has been that ricin was found in the Wood Green flat occupied by some of yesterday's acquitted 
defendants. It wasn't. [Found there] were the internal documents of the supposed al-Qaida cell planning the "big one" in Britain. But the recipes were 
untested and unoriginal, borrowed from US sources. Moreover, ricin is not a weapon of mass destruction. It is a poison which has only ever been 
used for one-on-one killings. All the information roads led west, not to Kabul but to California and the US midwest. The recipes for ricin now seen on 
the internet were invented 20 years ago by survivalist Kurt Saxon. The chemical lists found in London were an exact copy of pages on an internet site
in Palo Alto, California. But it seems this information was not shared with the then home secretary, David Blunkett, who was still whipping up fear two 
weeks later. The most ironic twist was an attempt to introduce an "al- Qaida manual" into the case. To show that the Jihad manual was written in the 
1980s ... was easy. The ricin recipe it contained was a direct translation from a 1988 US book called the Poisoner's Handbook. We have all been 
victims of this mass deception. 

Note: For a long period the above link did not function. According to a post on Prof. Michel Chossudovsky's excellent Center for Research on 
Globalization website and other inside sources, the British government ordered the above article removed from the website within a week of its 
publication. Someone didn't want us knowing how we are manipulated into fear. Eventually the page was restored to the Guardian website, "after 
being removed and corrected following a legal complaint." "Corrected" in what sense? For more on this, click here. 

Lifting the Censor's Veil on the Shame of Iraq 
2005-05-05, New York Times

There was a close-up of a soldier who was holding someone's severed leg. There were photos of G.I.'s happily posing with the bodies of dead Iraqis. 
This is what happens in war. It's the sickening reality that is seldom seen in the censored, sanitized version of the conflict that Americans typically get 
from the government and the media. Mr. Delgado, 23, is a former Army reservist who was repelled by the violence and dehumanization of the war. 
He completed his tour in Iraq. But he sought and received conscientious objector status and was honorably discharged last January. Some of the 
most disturbing photos in his possession were taken after G.I.'s at Abu Ghraib opened fire on detainees who had been throwing rocks at guards 
during a large protest. Four detainees were killed. The photos show American soldiers posing and goofing around with the bodies of the detainees. In
one shot ... a G.I. is leaning over the top of the body bag with a spoon in his right hand, as if he is about to scoop up a portion of the dead man's 
wounded flesh. "These pictures were circulated like trophies," Mr. Delgado said. Some were posted in command headquarters. But while at work in a 
headquarters office, he said, he learned that most of the detainees at Abu Ghraib had committed only very minor nonviolent offenses, or no offenses 
at all. (Several investigations would subsequently reveal that vast numbers of completely innocent Iraqis were seized and detained by coalition 
forces.) His goal, he said, is to convince his listeners that the abuse of innocent Iraqis by the American military is not limited to "a few bad apples," as 
the military would like the public to believe. 

Note: If the above link fails, click here. For more on war manipulations and the suffering of our soldiers by a highly decorated U.S. general, click here.

US seizes independent media sites 
2004-10-11, BBC News

The FBI has shut down some 20 sites which were part of an alternative media network known as Indymedia. A US court order forced the firm hosting 
the material to hand over two servers in the UK used by the group. Indymedia says it is a news source for the anti-globalisation movement and other 
social justice issues. The reasons behind the seizure are unclear but the FBI has reportedly said the action was taken at the request of Italian and 
Swiss authorities. The servers affected were run by Rackspace, a US web hosting company with offices in London. It said it had received a court 
order from the US authorities last Thursday to hand over the computer equipment at its UK hosting facility. The reasons behind the action against the
Indymedia websites are unclear. The group said the servers affected had hosted the sites of more then 20 local collectives and audio streams for 
several radio stations, as well as several other projects. The seizure has sparked off protests from journalist groups. "The constitution does not permit
the government unilaterally to cut off the speech of an independent media outlet, especially without providing a reason or even allowing Indymedia 
the information necessary to contest the seizure," said EFF [Electronic Frontier Foundation] Staff Attorney Kurt Opsahl. 

Note: This important news was not covered by any major U.S. media. Why? Is it a coincidence that these websites were taken down shortly after they
started promoting a video clip showing President Bush may have been using an electronic hearing aid during the presidential election debates with 
John Kerry? Website founder Fred Burks had personal experience suggesting Bush may have used electronic feeds in high-level meetings while 
Burks worked as a language interpreter for him. For more, click here." 
Original source: http://www.wanttoknow.info/008/080323massmediapropaganda 
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