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UNITED FLIGHT 93 “PASSENGERS” AND THE SOCIAL SECURITY DEATH INDEX: 

A CASE STUDY 

 
                                                                                                     Todd Beamer 

In my recent book, Rumors Fly, Truth Walks: How Lies Become Our History, I located 59 names 

from the 9/11 passenger lists on the Social Security Data Index (SSDI) of a total of 246 alleged 

passengers from the four alleged flights: American 11 and 77 and United 93 and 175.  This comes 

out to a little less than 24 percent of the total. 

What is the significance of this finding? 

To answer that question, here are important guidelines to consider in judging the accuracy of the 

SSDI: 

“The Social Security Death Index consists of an online searchable database. It only includes 

the names of deceased individuals whose deaths were reported to Social Security.  

This index is a master index file of deaths reported to the Social Security Administration. It 

has been kept since 1962, when operations were computerized. The index includes about 50 

percent of deceased persons from 1962 to 1971 and about 85 percent of the deceased persons 

from 1972 to 2005. It also includes a few deaths from 1937 to 1961.  Current as of September 

30, 2012.” 

Source: 

https://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/United_States_Social_Security_Death_Index_(Famil

ySearch_Historical_Records) 

Eighty-five percent!  So who does NOT make the list? 

“The SSDI does not include death records for everyone who has been issued a Social Security 

Number (card). Common reasons for exclusion include the following: 

 The death was not reported to the Social Security Administration (SSA). 

 The death occurred before the Death Master File was maintained in a computer 

database. About 98 percent of the deaths in this database occurred between 1962 and 

the present. 

https://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/United_States_Social_Security_Death_Index_(FamilySearch_Historical_Records)
https://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/United_States_Social_Security_Death_Index_(FamilySearch_Historical_Records)
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 The person did not participate in the Social Security program. [Author’s Note: Non-

U.S. citizens who do not work in the United States usually do not have Social Security 

Numbers] 

 Survivor death benefits were (are) being paid to dependents or spouse. 

 A recent death may not be indexed yet. 

 Human error.” 

Source: http://helpdesk.rootsweb.com/ssdi/index.html#reasons 

Who receives survivor death benefits? 

Certain family members may be eligible to receive monthly benefits, including: 

—A widow or widower age 60 or older (age 50 or older if disabled); 

—A widow or widower at any age who is caring for the deceased’s child under age 16 or 

disabled; 

—An unmarried child of the deceased who is: 

°Younger than age 18 (or up to age 19 if he or she is a full-time student in an elementary or 

secondary school); or 

°Age 18 or older with a disability that began before age 22; 

—A stepchild, grandchild, step grandchild or adopted child under certain circumstances; 

—Parents, age 62 or older, who were dependent on the deceased for at least half of their 

support; and 

—A surviving divorced spouse, under certain circumstances.” 

 

Source: How Social Security Can Help You When A Family Member Dies 

http://www.ssa.gov/survivorplan/#sb=4 

I have reviewed the names on the United 93 passenger list and their background stories.  I have 

categorized the names as well.  Those with relatives who still receive survivor benefits are listed 

as having QUALIFYING SURVIVORS.  There may have been “passengers” who had qualifying 

survivors in September 2001 but do not have them now.  This is because their children may have 

reached the age of 18, their widows and widowers may have passed on, etc. 

How can the proper interpretation of the SSDI help us to understand the people whose names are 

on the passenger lists? 

Here is one example of how to interpret facts. 

One of those “passengers,” Todd Beamer, appears on the list for United 93 and on the SSDI.  

However, the date of death shown is “June 10, 1997.”  Also, his middle initial on the SSDI is “E” 

and the Beamer associated with Flight 93 is said to have the middle initial “M.” 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Todd_Beamer 

What is the significance of these facts? 

Probably nothing.  Todd M. Beamer allegedly died on September 11, 2001, leaving behind a 

widow, Lisa, two young sons aged three and one and a daughter born after his death.  With the 

http://helpdesk.rootsweb.com/ssdi/index.html#reasons
http://www.ssa.gov/survivorplan/#sb=4
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Todd_Beamer
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likelihood of his widow and/or the children receiving survivor benefits, his Social Security 

Number would not be in use and therefore, it should be no surprise he is not on the SSDI.  Perhaps 

his name will appear in 2020 when his daughter turns 18. 

Those with no qualifying survivors should be listed on the SSDI.  I have highlighted the names 

from the United 93 list of those who had no survivors and who are not on the SSDI. 

Christian Adams - The 37-year-old husband and father from Biebelsheim, Rheinland-Pfalz, 

Germany, was flying to San Francisco for a wine-tasting event as part of his job as director of 

export for German Wine Institute. Christian Adams left behind a wife, Silke; son, Lukas; and 

daughter, Theresa. 

NOT LIKELY TO HAVE HAD SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER, NOT ON SSDI 

Todd Beamer - An account manager for Oracle Corporation, this 32-year old father of two was 

traveling to Redwood Shores, California for a business meeting, and planned to return home on a 

red-eye flight that night. Todd Beamer left behind his wife, Lisa, and two young sons - David and 

Drew. Lisa was pregnant with their third child - daughter Morgan - on September 11, 2001. 

Famous for his "Let's roll" statement made to the passengers as they prepared to try and overpower 

the hijackers of Flight 93. 

HAS QUALIFYING SURVIVORS, NOT ON SSDI (SEE ABOVE) 

Alan Beaven - Alan, an environmental lawyer from Oakland, California, was headed to San 

Francisco to try a case before leaving on a planned year-long sabbatical to do volunteer work for 

the SYDA Foundation in Bombay, India. Originally born in New Zealand, Alan Beaven left behind 

his wife, Kimi; daughter, Sonali; and two sons from a previous marriage, Chris and John.  

HAS QUALIFYING SURVIVORS, NOT ON SSDI 

Mark Bingham - The world-traveling, fun-loving owner of The Bingham Group in San Francisco, 

California, was heading home after a weekend in New York City on Flight 93. The 31-year-old 

Mark Bingham left behind his mother, Alice Hoglan, father, Jerry Bingham, and step-mother, 

Karen Bingham. 

NO QUALIFYING SURVIVORS, NOT ON SSDI  

Deora Bodley - A junior at Santa Clara University, in San Diego, California, 20-year-old Doera 

Bodley was returning home from a visit with friends in New Jersey and Connecticut. Deora left 

behind her mother, Deborah Borza; father, Derrill Bodley; and a half-sister, Murial. 

NO QUALIFYING SURVIVORS, NOT ON SSDI  

Marion Britton - Headed to San Francisco for a computer operations conference with fellow 

Flight 93 passenger, Waleska Martinez, 53-year-old Marion Britton was an assistant regional 

director for the U.S. Census Bureau in New York City. She lived in Brooklyn, N.Y. and left behind 

a brother, Paul, and half-brother, John. 

NO QUALIFYING SURVIVORS, NOT ON SSDI  
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Thomas E. Burnett, Jr. - The 38-year-old family man from San Ramon, California was senior 

vice president and COO of medical devices company, Thoratec Corporation. Tom Burnett was a 

passenger on Flight 93, heading home from a business meeting in New Jersey and a weekend in 

Minnesota and Wisconsin. He left behind his wife, Deena, and three young daughters, Madison, 

Halley, and Anna Clare. 

HAS QUALIFYING SURVIVORS, NOT ON SSDI  

William Cashman - This fun-loving Ironworker was headed out west, for a hiking trip in 

Yosemite National Park with his old friend, Patrick Driscoll. William Cashman, age 60, left behind 

his wife, Margaret, in West New York, N.J. 

NO QUALIFYING SURVIVORS, ON SSDI 

Patricia Cushing - Mother of five, Patricia Cushing, was traveling on vacation with sister-in-law 

Jane Folger on Flight 93. Patricia Cushing, 69, was a retired service representative for New Jersey 

Bell and lived in Bayonne, N.J. She left behind sons Thomas, John and David, and daughters Alicia 

and Pegeen. 

NO QUALIFYING SURVIVORS?, ON SSDI  

Joseph DeLuca - A trip to California wine county with his new girlfriend, Lindo Gronlund, put 

Joseph DeLuca on Flight 93 on September 11, 2001. The 52-year-old computer program designer 

for Pfizer Consumer Healthcare lived in Succasunna, N.J. and left behind parents Joseph Sr. and 

Felicia, and his sister, Carol Hughes.  

NO QUALIFYING SURVIVORS, ON SSDI 

Patrick Driscoll - He retired in 1992 from his job as director of software development for regional 

Bell telephone companies, and started traveling. Flight 93 was the start of a trip with friend and 

fellow Flight 93 passenger William Cashman to hike in Yosemite National Park, Patrick "Joe" 

Driscoll, 70, was from Point Pleasant Beach, N.J., and is survived by his wife, Maureen; sons 

Stephen, Patrick, and Christopher and daughter, Pamela.  

NO QUALIFYING SURVIVORS, ON SSDI 

Edward Porter Felt - A computer engineer for BEA Systems from Matawan, N.J., Edward Felt 

was taking Flight 93 to get to a business meeting in San Francisco. The 41-year-old left behind his 

wife, Sandy, and daughters, Adrienne and Kathryn. 

HAS QUALIFYING SURVIVORS, NOT ON SSDI  

Jane C. Folger - Jane Folger, 73, a retired bank officer from Bayonne, New Jersey, was traveling 

to San Francisco on vacation with her sister-in-law, Patricia Cushing. She is survived by her 

children: sons, Robert, Thomas and Michael, and daughter, Kathleen Kulik. 

NO QUALIFYING SURVIVORS?, ON SSDI 

Colleen L. Fraser - A passionate lobbyist for the disabled, Colleen L. Fraser, was born with an 

inherited bone disorder that kept her height at 4 feet, 6 inches, and made it a little harder for her to 
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get around. The 51-year-old from Elizabeth, N.J., served as executive director for Progressive 

Center for Independent Living, and vice chairwoman of the New Jersey Developmental 

Disabilities Council and was on her way to a grant-writing seminar in Reno, Nevada. Colleen 

Fraser left behind a sister, Christine Fraser; brother, Bruce James Fraser; two stepsisters and six 

stepbrothers. 

NO QUALIFYING SURVIVORS?, ON SSDI  

Andrew Garcia - He was 62, but most people wouldn't have believed it if they met him. Andrew 

Garcia kept active, both physically and mentally, and loved to play tricks on people. The President 

and founder of Cinco Group, Inc. was returning home from a business meeting on September 11, 

2001. He is survived by his wife, Dorothy; daughters, Kelly Garcia and Audrey Olive; and son, 

Andrew.  

NO QUALIFYING SURVIVORS, ON SSDI – Note: Andrew Garcia is listed as having died on 

September 18, 2001.  The SSDI listing may well refer to a person other than anyone associated 

with United 93. 

Jeremy Glick - This fun-loving sales manager for Vividence, Inc. lived in Hewitt, N.J. with his 

wife, Lyzbeth and infant daughter, Emerson. Jeremy Glick was on his way to California for a 

business trip. 

HAS QUALIFYING SURVIVORS, NOT ON SSDI 

Lauren Grandcolas - A 38-year-old advertising sales consultant for Good Housekeeping 

magazine, Lauren Grandcolos was returning home on Flight 93 from her grandmother's funeral in 

New Jersey. She left behind her husband, Jack. 

NO QUALIFYING SURVIVORS, ON SSDI  

Donald F. Greene - Executive vice president and chief financial officer of Safe Flight Instrument 

Corporation, Donald Green, 52, lived in Greenwich, Connecticut. He was on Flight 93 on a trip to 

join four of his brothers for a hiking trip before attending an aviation industry convention. Donald 

Green is survived by wife, Claudette; son, Charlie; and daughter, Jody.  

HAS QUALIFYING SURVIVORS, NOT ON SSDI 

Linda Gronlund - It was to be a short business trip, and then a birthday tour through California 

wine country with boyfriend, Joe DeLuca. But for 47-year-old Linda Gronlund from Greenwood 

Lake, N.Y. it didn't quite work out that way. The manager of environmental compliance for BMW 

North America, Linda Gronlund left behind her mother, Doris; father, Gunnar; and sister, Elsa 

Strong.  

NO QUALIFYING SURVIVORS, NOT ON SSDI 

Richard Guadagno - A longtime employee of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Rich Guadagno 

was employed as manager of the Humboldt Bay National Wildlife Service. He was headed home 

to Eureka, California, after celebrating his grandmother's 100th birthday. Rich Guadagno left 

behind his parents, Beatrice and Jerry, and sister, Lori.  
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NO QUALIFYING SURVIVORS, ON SSDI 

Toshiya Kuge - Following a summer vacation in America and Canada, student Toshiya Kuge was 

headed back for his second year of college in Japan when he boarded Flight 93. The 20-year-old 

from Toyonaka City, Osaka Prefecture, Japan, was a sophomore at Waseda University in Tokyo. 

He is survived by his parents, Yachiyo and Hajime.  

NOT LIKELY TO HAVE HAD SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER, NOT ON SSDI 

Hilda Marcin - Born Hildegarde Zill in Schwedelbach, Germany, Flight 93 passenger Hilda 

Marcin was a retired teacher's aide and bookkeeper from Mount Olive, N.J. She was traveling on 

Flight 93 to California to live with her younger daughter, Carole O'Hare. She is also survived by 

her other daughter, Elizabeth Kemmerer.  

NO QUALIFYING SURVIVORS?, ON SSDI 

Waleska Martinez - She was traveling with co-worker Marion Britton to a computer operations 

conference in San Francisco when Flight 93 went down in Shanksville, PA, on September 11, 

2001. The 37-year-old Puerto Rican from Jersey City, N.J. worked as a supervisory computer 

specialist for the New York regional office of the U.S. Census Bureau. Waleska Martinez is 

survived by parents, Juan and Irma Martinez; brothers Juan Jr. and Reinaldo; and sister, Lourdes 

Lebron. 

NO QUALIFYING SURVIVORS, NOT ON SSDI 

Nicole Miller - A 21-year-old senior at West Valley College in San Jose, California, Nicole Miller 

was returning home after a vacation in New York and New Jersey with her boyfriend, Ryan Brown. 

She leaves behind her mother, Cathy Stefani; stepfather, Wayne Stefani; father, David Miller; 

stepmother, Catherine Miller; sister, Tiffney Miller; half-sister, Danielle Miller; half-brothers, 

Wayne Stefani Jr. and David Miller, Jr.  

NO QUALIFYING SURVIVORS, NOT ON SSDI 

Louis J. Nacke, II - A distribution manager for Kay-Bee Toys, Lou Nacke, 42, from New Hope, 

Pennsylvania, was on his way to Sacramento for a business trip. He leaves behind wife, Amy and 

sons, Joseph Nicholas and Louis Paul II. 

HAS QUALIFYING SURVIVORS, NOT ON SSDI  

Donald Peterson - Half of the only married couple on Flight 93, Don Peterson, 66, was a retired 

president of Continental Electric Co. He worked with his wife, Jean, as a church and community 

volunteer in their town of Spring Lake, N.J. The couple was on their way to a family reunion at 

Yosemite National Park. Don Peterson left behind his sons, David, Hamilton and Royster Peterson, 

and stepdaughters.  

NO QUALIFYING SURVIVORS?, ON SSDI 

Jean Hoadley Peterson - Wife of Don Peterson (above), Jean Peterson also devoted herself as a 

church and community volunteer. She was a retired nurse and nursing teacher, and this was her 
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second marriage. Jean Peterson is survived by her daughters, Jennifer Grace and Catherine Price, 

and stepsons.  

NO QUALIFYING SURVIVORS, ON SSDI 

Mark Rothenberg - Called Mickey by his family and friends, Mark Rothenberg was on his way 

to Taiwan for business for his company, MDR Global Resources. The 52-year-old from Scotch 

Plains, N.J. is survived by his wife, Meredith, and daughters, Sara and Rachel. 

NO QUALIFYING SURVIVORS, ON SSDI 

Christine Snyder - Native Hawaiian Christine Snyder, 32, worked as a certified arborist for The 

Outdoor Circle, a nonprofit environmental group. She was returning home to her husband, Tom, 

in Kailua, Hawaii, after attending the American Forestry Conference in Washington, D.C. and a 

visit to New York City. 

NO QUALIFYING SURVIVORS, NOT ON SSDI  

John Talignani - Retired bartender John Talignani, from Staten Island, N.Y., was headed to 

California on Flight 93 to claim the body of his stepson, Alan Zykofsky, who had just died in a car 

crash. John Talignani is survived by his stepsons, Mitchell Zykosfky and Glenn Zykosfky. 

NO QUALIFYING SURVIVORS, ON SSDI  

Honor Elizabeth Wainio - A 27-year-old regional manager for Discovery Channel stores from 

Watchung, N.J., Honor Wainio was on her way to a company-wide business meeting on September 

11, 2001. She left behind her father, Ben Wainio; mother, Mary White; stepfather, Jay White; 

brother, Tom Wainio; and sister, Sarah Wainio.  

NO QUALIFYING SURVIVORS, NOT ON SSDI 

Kristin Gould White - This freelance medical writer from New York City was on her way to visit 

friends in California. Kristin White, 65, is survived by her daughter, Allison Vadhan. 

NO QUALIFYING SURVIVORS, NOT ON SSDI 

Source for background information: http://pittsburgh.about.com/od/flight_93/a/passengers.htm 

Who were the people listed on both the passenger lists AND the Social Security Death Index? 

They were likely people of whom relatives contacted the Social Security Administration (SSA) to 

report their deaths. 

Could someone (i.e. a plotter) arrange for the names of fictitious individuals to be put on the SSDI?  

It is possible, but highly unlikely.  Why wouldn’t the plotters put more names of fake people on 

this list?  A percentage closer to 85 percent would have been a good idea. 

The airlines typically have the responsibility of informing relatives of airplane crash victims of the 

loss of life.  We can assume that the airlines or FBI, which took over the investigation of the 

“crashes,” called the relatives of these 59 individuals. 

http://pittsburgh.about.com/od/flight_93/a/passengers.htm
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Of course, with no actual flights for American 11 and American 77, those making calls may have 

been a part of the plot.  They would also have been suspicious of the low number of passengers 

whose families they were to call compared to the number of passengers whom they were to report 

dead. 

A similar problem would have occurred for United Airlines as flights 93 and 175 never crashed 

and may not have had any passengers, either. 

So, the families of these 59 “passengers” apparently believed the news and called the SSA.  It is 

again possible that someone could have contacted the SSA with false information, but how could 

a family member be certain that their relative would be on a passenger list or manifest? 

Who were the people listed on the passenger lists but NOT on the SSDI? 

The names of those on the passenger list but who remain unlisted on the SSDI have the greatest 

chance of being false identities, especially if they had no qualifying survivors in 2001. 

Those not listed because they still have qualifying survivors – children under age 18 or widow(er)s 

over the age of 60 – should also attract attention.  If these names show up within a few years on 

the SSDI, they were probably real people.  Otherwise, they were likely false identities. 

Some also never qualified to be on the list to begin with as they did not participate in the Social 

Security system.  However, this is uncommon. 

Others could have failed to make the SSDI because the relatives never contacted the Social 

Security Administration.  But this should not be common, either, because both the public and the 

government have an interest in making sure that Social Security numbers do not get stolen.  By 

reporting the person’s death to SSA, the government can publish the number so as to discourage 

theft. 

I welcome feedback for this essay and plan to review other flights soon. 

 

Dean Hartwell 

May 19, 2014 

http://deanhartwell.weebly.com 

 

revised from 5/17/14 

http://deanhartwell.weebly.com/

